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The Brannan Lawsuit continues.  Sometimes, “we ordinary citizens” take for granted the civilized society we live in.  We complain incessantly about government interference in our lives, “big brother watching,” etc. etc., all the while never giving a second thought to what life would be like without rules and regulations.  


The purpose for establishing rules and regulations is to prevent chaos from destroying civilized society.  While that may seem like one of those “duh” principles, sometimes the simplistic bears reminder.


Imagine what this world we live in would become if any and every person could do whatever came to mind, especially in the zeal to make the almighty buck.  There are those who make the claim that the Constitution gives a person the right to do whatever with their property no matter how destructive it may be to others, forgetting that same Constitution affords protection from just such actions.  


The Brannan Verified Complaint claims numerous times that, in effect, the Gilpin County Zoning Regulations, the Gilpin County Master Plan and the IGA do not apply to its application for the MMRR Quarry. 


Like it or not, living or doing business in a civilized society brings with it the acceptance of the rules and regulations that make it a civilized society.  No person or company gets to pick and choose what applies to them or it.  

The stated purpose of the Gilpin County Zoning Regulations is to protect the health, safety and welfare of citizens in unincorporated Gilpin County.  The authority for this jurisdiction is provided by the Colorado Revised Statutes, the laws of Colorado.  


The lack of ability to recognize reality describes the MMRR Quarry people, their experts and attorneys perfectly, in this writer’s opinion.  

Referring again to Allegation 32(b) of the Brannan Complaint, the “no impact” standard, while those exact words are not specifically used in the Zoning Regulations, Master Plan and IGA, the premise is implicit, incorporated as the underlying basis, to protect the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Gilpin County.  All three must be viewed as a whole, not separately as a way to claim none apply as Brannan attempts to do.  


Allegation 32(b)(f) traffic (site specific haul truck plan developed to minimize any interference with commuter and casino traffic) – commitment to this, considering the number of haul trucks alone (176), combined with other quarry generated traffic for a total of more 400 vehicles per day – this factor alone demonstrates a total disconnect with reality, not just lacking the ability to recognize it.  

And then, of course, Brannan’s Complaint pulls out all the stops and cites the usual rhetoric if the Zoning Regulations are cited by the County Defendants as allowing denial of the special use – Brannan’s words:  “. . . then that section is impermissibly vague and, therefore, unconstitutional as applied to the MMRR Quarry.”


Certain of the allegations in the Brannan Complaint have already been dismissed by the Court.  More next week.  

Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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